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A REVIEW

Pulses: In need of more attention
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Pulses are an integral part of many diets across the globe. Pulses have great potential to improve human health, conserve our
soils, protect the environment and contribute to global food security. The diversified agro-climatic condition in India positively
supports variety of pulses in various regions. Pulses are grown in on area of 22-23 million hectares which has an annual
production of 13-18 million tonnes. There is always a gap between actual yield and potential yield. This gap bridging would
substantially increase country’s pulses production. The potential areas of pulses may be identified and if provided with
technological support then the area under pulses will be showing an upward trend.The total pulses production in the country is
almost static although substantial productivity improvement in many of the pulse crops has been made. The static production of
pulsesis mainly due to poor adoption of improved varieties and production technologies by farmers. Even though pulses have
high export value, we are importing pulses in order to meet the internal demands, as India is the largest producer as well as
consumer of pulses. Theinstability in production has to be improved upon to meet the growing demands by using the emerging
technologies.
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